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Welcome!

Thank you for downloading your copy of Top 10 Signs Your Septic System Is
Failing.

This easy-to-read guide will help you recognize the most common warning
signs of septic trouble—before they turn into costly repairs. Whether you're a
new homeowner or simply want to stay ahead of potential 1ssues, understanding
these signs 1s the first step to protecting your system.

Keep an eye on your inbox—we’ll continue sending helpful tips, simple
maintenance advice, and smart solutions to keep your septic system running
smoothly all year long.

Thanks again for trusting us with your septic care journey.

Here’s to a worry-free, well-maintained system!
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& Top 10 Signs Your Septic System Is Failing

Septic systems are designed to run quietly in the background—but when something goes
wrong, the signs can be messy, expensive, and even hazardous to your health.

Watch out for these common red flags that your septic system may be in trouble:

Recognizing the warning signs early can help you avoid costly emergency repairs, protect your
property, and keep your family safe. Whether you're noticing strange odors, slow drains, or
unusual wet spots in your yard, it's important to take action before a minor issue turns into a

major failure.

Here are the top indicators every homeowner with a septic system should be aware of:
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1. Slow Drains in Your Home

If sinks, tubs, or toilets are draining noticeably slower—even after you've

cleared visible clogs with a plunger or drain snake—your septic system

~ might be signaling trouble. This is often one of the earliest warning signs

- that your tank is reaching capacity, your pipes are developing buildup, or
your drainfield is becoming saturated and unable to absorb wastewater

efficiently.

You might notice it starts with one fixture, like a kitchen sink or shower, and
then gradually spreads to others. If multiple drains are affected at the same
time, it’s more likely a system-wide issue rather than a local blockage. Don’t
ignore slow drainage—it’s your system’s way of waving a red flag before a
potential backup occurs..
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2. Gurgling Sounds in Plumbing

Hearing gurgles or bubbling sounds when using your sinks,
showers, or flushing toilets? That strange noise is caused by air
pockets forming in the plumbing—usually the result of slow-
moving wastewater, blockages, or pressure imbalances in your
septic lines.

These sounds are more than just a nuisance; they’re often an
early sign that wastewater isn’t flowing out of your home as it
should. This could mean your septic tank is starting to fill up,
your vent stack is clogged, or your drainfield is no longer
dispersing water effectively.

If you hear consistent gurgling from multiple fixtures, especially
when other drains are in use, it’s time to take a closer look at
your septic system. Catching the issue early can prevent a messy
and expensive backup.
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3. Sewage BackUp

This is one of the most serious and unmistakable signs that your septic
system is failing. If raw sewage begins backing up into your home—
particularly through lower-level fixtures like basement toilets, floor drains,
or bathtubs—it typically means your septic tank is overfull, your lines are
blocked, or your drainfield has stopped absorbing wastewater properly.

The backup may start subtly, with black water gurgling in drains or toilets
that won’t flush completely. But left unchecked, it can quickly escalate into a
hazardous situation that damages floors, walls, and personal belongings.

Beyond property damage, sewage exposure poses serious health risks due to
the bacteria and pathogens it carries. This is not a DIY fix—if you
experience any kind of sewage backup, contact a septic professional
immediately. Early intervention can prevent a complete system failure and
thousands in cleanup costs.
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4. Bad Odors Indoors or Outside

If you're noticing a strong, unpleasant smell—Iike rotten eggs or raw
sewage—either inside your home or around your yard, it's a major

warning sign that your septic system isn't functioning properly. A \
healthy system is airtight and self-contained, meaning you shouldn’t
smell anything at all. L

These odors often come from gases like hydrogen sulfide escaping due

to leaks, venting issues, or backups. Outdoors, the smell may be .

strongest near your septic tank, drainfield, or plumbing vents. Indoors, — L\?
it could indicate a dry drain trap, clogged vent pipe, or even a septic
backup in the making. f@

Don’t mask the smell with air fresheners or wait it out—persistent
odors mean your system needs attention. Identifying and fixing the
cause early can prevent further damage and protect your air quality and
well-being..
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5. Standing Water or Soggy Ground Near the Drainfield

If you're seeing puddles, mushy grass, or unusually wet patches in
your yard—especially near the septic tank or drainfield—and it
hasn’t rained recently, it’s a strong indication that your system is
struggling. This typically means that wastewater is no longer

being properly absorbed into the soil and is instead surfacing
above ground.

A saturated or failing drainfield can’t keep up with the flow of
effluent, causing it to back up and rise to the surface. Not only
does this create unsanitary conditions in your yard, but it can also
lead to serious environmental contamination and property damage.

If you notice soggy ground that smells unpleasant, avoid the area
and contact a septic professional. Acting quickly can help save
your drainfield and prevent the need for a full system replacement.
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6. Bright Green or Lush Grass Over the Drainfield

If the grass above your drainfield is noticeably greener, thicker, or
grows faster than the rest of your lawn—even during dry spells—it
might not be a good thing. While it may look like your lawn is thriving,
it’s often a sign that untreated wastewater is leaking into the soil just
below the surface.

Your septic system is not meant to fertilize your yard. When effluent
isn’t properly filtered and absorbed underground, it can feed plant life
excessively while also saturating the soil. This disrupts the natural
treatment process and can eventually lead to drainfield failure.

Not only is this bad for your system, but it also poses a risk to your
health and local groundwater. If you notice unusually lush growth in
your drainfield area, have your system inspected before more serious
damage occurs.
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7. Toilet or Drain Backups After Rain

If your toilets gurgle or drains begin backing up during or after heavy rain, it's
a clear sign your septic system is under stress. When the ground becomes
saturated with rainwater, especially in areas with poor drainage or high water
tables, your drainfield may not be able to absorb any more effluent from the

tank.

Instead of dispersing properly, the wastewater has nowhere to go—so it can
start backing up into your home’s plumbing. Y ou might first notice slow
flushing toilets, water pooling in shower drains, or bubbling from sinks.

I This situation can become more common in older systems or in yards with
compacted soil or poor grading. If backups consistently follow rainfall, it’s
time to have your system professionally assessed to avoid a full-scale
overflow or contamination event.




Septic
Protection

com

8. High Nitrate or Bacteria Levels in Well Water

If you rely on a private well for your drinking water, regular testing is
essential. One of the most serious signs that your septic system may be
failing is a sudden increase in nitrate levels or the detection of coliform
bacteria in your well water. These contaminants can indicate that untreated
wastewater is seeping out of your septic system and into the surrounding
groundwater—potentially reaching your drinking supply.

This kind of contamination is dangerous, especially for infants, young
children, pregnant women, and anyone with a compromised immune system.
High nitrate levels can lead to health issues like “blue baby syndrome,”
while coliform bacteria are often a sign of fecal contamination.

If your water test comes back with elevated readings, stop using your well
water immediately for drinking or cooking, and contact both a septic
professional and a water treatment specialist. Fast action is critical to protect
your health and prevent widespread environmental damage.
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9. Frequent Need for Pumping
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Needing to pump your septic tank more than once a year is a strong
indication that something isn’t working as it should. While regular
pumping is part of proper maintenance, an excessively frequent need—
especially if your household size or water use hasn’t changed—can point
to deeper issues.

You may be dealing with an undersized tank, poor drainage, excessive
water usage, or even a failing drainfield that’s preventing the system from
processing waste efficiently. In some cases, solid waste may be building
up faster than normal due to a lack of healthy bacteria or misuse of the
system (like flushing non-degradable items).

For most households, pumping is only necessary every 3 to 5 years. If
you’re calling your septic company annually or more, it’s worth having a
full inspection to identify the root cause and prevent long-term damage.
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10. Alarms Going Off (for Advanced Systems)

Many modern or alternative septic systems—especially those with pumps or
advanced treatment units—come equipped with built-in alarms. These alarms
are designed to alert you to high water levels, pump malfunctions, or other
critical system issues before they lead to a backup or system failure.

If your septic alarm goes off, don’t ignore it or assume it’s a false alert. It’s
your system’s way of warning you that something needs immediate attention.
Common causes include pump failure, excessive water entering the system too
quickly, electrical issues, or clogged filters.

Ignoring an alarm can lead to serious consequences, including sewage backups
or damage to components that could have been easily repaired. When the
alarm sounds, silence it, reduce water usage right away, and call a septic
professional to diagnose the problem. Catching it early can save you
thousands in repairs.

ALARMS GOING OFF



